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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD REGULAR MEETING of the Board of Trustees of 

the Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, June 6, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank J. 

DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and via video 

conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina D. Picinich  

     Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun      

     Trustee Karine P. Patiño  

Trustee Karen B. Schleimer 

 

        Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

     Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

     Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

   Absent:   Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer  

Trustee Anne B. Bianchi 

 

6:45pm – Interview- Planning Board – William Beltran 

 

Monday, June 6, 2022 

7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 

 

Call in#646-558-8656 or 888-788-0099 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605 

Zoom ID:  870 4376 1605 
 

 Mayor Picinich opened up the meeting and asked everyone to stand and join in the 

pledge of allegiance.  She then said she hoped that we all hold in our hearts those who 

sacrificed their lives senselessly to gun violence in Buffalo and most recently in Uvalde, 

there were more shootings this weekend.   Our nation is in pain right now and clearly we 

need solutions.  It is my hope that legislators on the Federal level will work to find solutions.  

 

Public Hearing Continued- Amendment to Chapter 25 - Planning Board 

 
 Mayor Picinich said we continue a public hearing for an amendment on Chapter 25 

for modifying the code as it relates to the Planning Board.  There are two areas specifically 

that we were proposing to change; the first was to reduce the number of members on the 

Planning Board from seven (7) to five (5) with two (2) alternates and that was because we 

didn’t have enough volunteers to take seats on that Board.  We just had another interview 

this evening and I think we are at the point, potentially, where we will have seven 

members.  If that is the case we won’t need to make that change, however, there were 

other changes that we were also proposing that dealt with training.  We were tightening up 

the requirements for training and the organizations that offer training where folks can go for 

those classes.  Those changes, even if the number was not reduced, would still be 

implemented.  She opened the public hearing at this time.  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605
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 Trustee Schleimer said that the only concern I have is in section F where we talk 

about approved training for members.  I actually was on the Zoning Board of Appeals for 

10-15 years and was on the Planning Board.  We had limited offerings, but I found that the 

offerings that were provided by the Westchester Municipal Planning Federation were 

excellent as well as the ones offered by New York State.  I just am concerned about the one 

listed as “attendance at training provided by Village Staff or invited guest speakers.”  I 

would rather have more professionally provided training.  I think it is important rather than; 

it becomes almost incestuous to have us training our own and it becomes very narrow.  I 

loved going to these courses because I had the opportunity to speak to people from New 

Castle, Hastings, or from wherever, and I learned how they did things differently.  So rather 

than narrowing our focus, I would like to keep it as broad as possible so I would like the 

training to either be New York State approved or Westchester County approved; something 

broader than just approved by us.  

 

 Mayor Picinich said I think it does say that those are organizations that are included 

but in addition, for example, we have a form based code which is relatively new so if our 

Planning Board was to sit through a training by the planner who helped us with our 

Comprehensive Plan and revised form based code, I think that is a training that is done by 

the Village that should be included as part of their training.  

 

 Trustee Schleimer said I think a lot of communities have form based code and a lot 

of the changes that we made have been by others and I think that it has been picked up in 

more professional training.  It is up to the rest of the Board, but it has been my experience 

that doing it on a broader scale gives you a broader world view.  If we end up only talking 

to our planner who was involved in implementing the code we’ve narrowed our perspective, 

and I think we want to give as much breadth to this as we can.  

 

 Mayor Picinich said my view is it is one of many options, it’s not the only option.  

 

 Mr. Brancati said the approved training may include, and again I think it’s fairly 

broad here; yes it can include training that is provided by staff or guest speakers.  It can 

include training from all of the organizations planning and zoning related, training courses, 

seminars, conferences or others from National or Local Chapters of the American Planning 

Association, the New York State Planning Federation, the Westchester Municipal Planning 

Federation, or the Pace Law Center.  It can also include continuing education courses that 

are requirements similar to those required for engineers and attorneys relating to planning 

and zoning.  It can include any training that might be offered by the New York Municipal 

Insurance Reciprocal, their online zoning school.  It can also be training and material made 

available to Village staff that we get from other professional sources, and it can be any 

other training that the Board chooses to approve.  So I think it is fairly broad, fairly robust, 

covers all of the organizations that you mentioned and more so it allows training from any 

one of those different sources.  Any other training approved by the Village Board allows us 

to add something that we haven’t thought of, something that comes along down the road as 

the Mayor pointed out.  Maybe we want to make sure that they at least take a course on 

form based code, but I think the breadth that you are requesting is reflected in this 

amendment.  
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 Trustee Schleimer said that my other comment is down here in F.(2), members shall 

submit a signed statement each year indicating they have completed the training outlined in 

this section.  I think we should indicate what time each year so that everyone is uniform. 

People are appointed, and start to serve, at the December board meeting so at what point 

should they have to have completed their training and submitted their statement; by 

November when we are dealing with reappointments or October.  I think it should have 

some parameters not just any time during the year.  They can do it early, but no later 

than...  

 

 Mayor Picinich said yes so we should say by December 30th? 

 

 Trustee Schleimer said I think your appointments are going to be made before that 

and it says if they haven’t completed their required training they will not be reappointed so 

you want to do it on a calendar before those appointments are made which is generally the 

first meeting in December.  

 

 Mr. Singleton suggested saying prior to the annual meeting.  

 

 A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Abzun and was seconded by Trustee Patiño to 

close this public hearing, but leave it open for written comment for a ten (10) day period; 

all in favor: 

 
Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 

Public Hearing – Proposed Local Law – Video Conferencing  

 
 Mayor Picinich began by saying next we have a public hearing on a proposed law for 

video conferencing.  The reason why this law is being added to our code is because New 

York State has made changes to open meetings law to take advantage of access to video 

conferencing.  Although video conferencing was always permitted, there were certain 

notifications that were required, addresses where people were present, and so they have 

made some changes to State Law that enables public boards and elected officials to meet 

using video conferencing, but there is a variety of criteria under it that must be met.  This 

includes that the person must be visually available, that a quorum must be present at the 

location in which the public is, and the meeting can’t be held without a quorum present.  

There is a lot of other criteria that is included here as well.  We will open public comment at 

this time.  

 

 Mr. John Rhodes, Chair of the Conservation Advisory Council (CAC), began by saying 

I just had a question about it.  I read over the notes and I guess maybe I don’t understand.  

I know it applies to the limitation in terms of having people in physical attendance and other 

restrictions.  I know that it applies to the Village Board of Trustees, the Planning Board, 
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Zoning Board of Appeals, I didn’t know if it applied to other committees and commissions 

that don’t have the ability to make binding decisions like our own CAC and Leonard Park 

Committee.  We can hold virtual meetings without; that’s my question, can we hold virtual 

meetings without necessarily abiding by those restrictions that are placed on the Village 

Board in terms of quorum and locations being made public and so on.  

 

 Mayor Picinich said my perception is yes they can, they are not decision making 

boards.  

 

 Mr. Singleton said but if they are meeting as a public board even though they are not 

necessarily making decisions they are certainly taking actions.  If they are taking actions 

they are subject to this law.  

 

 Mr. Brancati said I believe the Village Attorney is correct.  It is intended for the 

Village Board and any public body and they would constitute a public body.  

 

 Mr. Singleton said, a quorum would have to be present and if anyone participates 

virtually they have to meet the criteria set forth in here.  

 

 Mr. Rhodes said that the wording on that places the boards, not necessarily all of the 

commissions and committees or is that not the right interpretation?  

 

 Mr. Singleton said it governs all public bodies and I believe that anyone that 

convenes and must convene subject to the public open meetings law would constitute a 

public body.  I will verify.  

 

 Mr. Rhodes said if you would because it is hard for any group to necessarily organize 

all the meetings, but especially is true in the case of summer with people traveling.  We 

have availed ourselves with this opportunity in having people even if they were upstate or 

down in Virginia or whatever to join because we wouldn’t have a quorum present in Mount 

Kisco so it would be good to know if that is a requirement for us as well.   

  

Mayor Picinich said that she would need to verify, but the perception right now is 

that any public body would have to abide by this code.  We need to verify and get back to 

you.  

 

 Mr. Singleton said, I don’t have the memo that I wrote on this which should answer 

the questions.  I should have that by the end of the meeting. 

 

Trustee Schleimer said I have two things to point out as food for thought going 

forward.  Number A.(4), “leadership of a public body may require any member requesting to 

participate in a meeting by teleconference to provide documentation,”.  My question is, is 

that really necessary and personally would want that removed. 

  

Deputy Mayor Abzun said that it is followed up by “to the extent possible.” 
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Trustee Schleimer said it is subjective, and a pain in the neck; is it necessary?  You 

can only not show up for certain limited circumstances, you’re required to contact the Mayor 

or the Village Manager or the Deputy Mayor, depending, and it seems to me that should be 

enough.  Nothing can be served by making someone provide documentation. 

 

Mr. Singleton said it is not mandated, it is in place, but not a requirement.  

 

Trustee Schleimer said if we don’t need it, we don’t need it.  Why put people in the 

position to do more work for no reason if we don’t need it.  So, I just wanted to put it out 

there.  Number A.(9), states that “the public body shall provide that each meeting 

conducted using videoconferencing shall be recorded and such recordings posted or linked 

on the public website of the Village within five business days following the meeting, and 

shall remain so available for a minimum of five years thereafter.”  So my question is, if we 

do zoom, which we do all the time, does that mean that our meetings have to be on the 

Village website within five (5) business days and does that apply to Planning Board and 

Zoning Board.  

 

Mr. Singleton said yes.  

 

Trustee Schleimer said I am not sure what the State mandates, but I would suggest 

that we don’t always make five business days now, so whether that is really possible for us 

to comply with or not I don’t know.  

 

Mayor Picinich said that all of the meetings are posted on Facebook right after the 

meeting is over.  

 

Trustee Schleimer said that is Facebook not the Village website, and that is not true 

or the case all the time, and so if this is part of something that we are going to enact we 

have to be very careful.   

 

Mayor Picinich wanted to point out that there is a Facebook feed on the Village 

website so that I understand what you are saying, the area on the Village website where we 

post our meetings, they are not always there within five days although they usually are.  At 

the same time, I am also suggesting that if we cannot meet that deadline that there is a 

Facebook feed on the Village website, which can provide access to that meeting.  

 

Trustee Schleimer said I think that we are making it more difficult.  The idea is to be 

transparent to the members of the public; I truthfully have never seen the Facebook feed 

on the Village website nor have I looked.  I go to the agenda, I go to the Village Board, 

there is a thing that says video, that’s where I watch it or I go to Facebook.  The idea here 

is to really try to make things so the public can access it not to make it difficult and I think 

the intent here is that it is where it is supposed to be on the Village website, not we can’t 

comply it’s really there if you can find it. 

 

Mr. Brancati said I would like suggest that one, this is the language from the State 

and so it will have to be that way.  What I would also say is that the only reason we are not 

currently making that in every instance in that location on the website is that we have to 
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add in some of the title blocks and things.  As a result, what we can do is simply, in that 

place where we have the link is to simply connect to the Facebook feed until we have the 

updated version of the video.  The point is that we can always make those five days.  In 

addition, I would also suggest on the comment regarding number 4 earlier; I don’t see it as 

seeking to make it more difficult, but I think it’s something that needs to be there for us to 

have the ability to ensure that we are complying with the law at all times.  

 

Trustee Schleimer said I disagree, if you have elected members of the Board, they 

are not going to lie to you.  They are either going to give a credible reason for not being 

present in person, and to make them do more work, I just don’t see it, but that is my 

individual opinion.  

 

Mayor Picinich said I guess what we have to verify there is if it’s required and what’s 

in the State law.  So that is the criteria for the decision making.  

 

Deputy Mayor Abzun said so then I have a question to either Mr. Singleton or Mr. 

Brancati on number 3 where it says “a member who wishes to participate in a meeting by 

videoconference must provide advance notice and justification for their absence to the 

extent possible to the appointed leadership of the public body.”  There is no number or 

indication of hours or days, do we want a place or just leave advance notification there.  

 

Mayor Picinich said I believe advanced notice is required as it has to be posted with 

the agenda which happens a couple days before.  

 

Mr. Singleton said just like the provision for the five business days following the 

meeting, in subsection A9, this again is a State law requirement.  The State law 

requirement is to make sure that this is not just an alternate way for people to choose to 

participate; it’s supposed to be limited to situations where they have a very bona fide 

reason for not attending.  I think it is by design that they don’t define advanced notice 

because it could be dictated by the circumstance.  

 

 Deputy Mayor Abzun said I have a question about, I didn’t see anything mentioned 

here, but the rules of procedure should need to be followed by the members who are 

attending via video conference, and does that need to be mentioned at all?  Our rules of 

procedure like being present for the whole meeting for example. 

 

 Mr. Singleton said it is not unusual that Planning Board members have to leave early, 

but more likely that they show up late particularly for purposes of work sessions.  

 

 Mayor Picinich said what I think I’m hearing Lisa say is should we be documenting 

somewhere that if you are participating by video you are still bound by all the rules of 

procedure or is that just assumed.  

 

 Mr. Brancati said I think it’s in letter B in section 102-2 in the draft, and the written 

procedure is in the code, but if we want to refine that generally we can, but when you are 

participating and that’s all the code is saying that yes, we are going to write those and post 
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them somewhere where everybody knows these are the procedures when you are 

participating via video conferencing.  

 

 There was some talking over each other in regards to the language.  

 

 Deputy Mayor Abzun said I would like to see a reference to our Rules of Procedure in 

this local law somewhere.  

 

 Mr. Brancati said what we would do is amend the Rules of Procedure to include this 

language pertaining to video conferencing.  

 

 Mr. Singleton said your Board has Rules of Procedure that govern this Board but the 

Planning Board has their own Rules of Procedure that they approve for their Board.  

 

 Mayor Picinich said they should also adopt this language into their Rules of Procedure 

to indicate that as well.  And what I got from this is that we need to also make a 

modification to our Rules of Procedure, so if we can make those changes and bring them 

before the Board at the next meeting.   

  

 Mr. Brancati said that I think the other option is that these are the generic rules 

when participating via video conference for any Village Board and everyone just 

incorporates or adds those.  

 

 Mr. Singleton said I have an answer for Mr. Rhodes, I retract my earlier position.  

Specifically, there is a provision of State law defining a public body, and I won’t read the 

entire definition, but there is a section that says it has to be a decision making board and a 

necessary function on the decision making process shall not include provision of the 

recommendation or guidance which is purely advisory and does not require further action by 

a State, an agency or department thereof or public corporation as defined in section 66 of 

the General Construction Law.  Since the CAC only issues guidance and advice they would 

not be subject to this.  So that would include Planning Board, Zoning Board, ARB, and 

Recreation Commission because those are all decision making Boards.  

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Abzun to 

keep this public hearing open to our next meeting June 22, 2022; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 
 

1) Communications: 

a. Request – Mount Kisco Arts Council – Fashion Show – Friday, June 17, 2022 
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A motion was made by Trustee Patiño and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

approve the request to hold a fashion show in Fountain Park on Friday, June 17, 2022 at 

6:30 pm with a rain date of Saturday, June 18, 2022; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 

b. Request – Chamber of Commerce – Chalk the Walk – Saturday, June 25, 

2022  

 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

approve the request to hold a Chalk the Walk event on Saturday, June 25, 2022; all in 

favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 

c. Request – Fox Lane Football – Car Wash – August 2022 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Patiño and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

approve the request to hold a car wash fundraiser for the Fox Lane Football team on 

Saturday, August 20, 2022; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 

 

2) Petitions:  

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 

a. CRO Update  - Officer Ramirez 

 

Community Resource Officer (CRO) Ramirez began by thanking the Board for having 

him.  He explained that the trial period for this position has come to an end.  In these three 

months they’ve worked hard together to enhance the relationships in the Village.  He 

wanted to thank the Board for their willingness to give this position a chance and the 

support given in this time frame.  He explained that community policing is getting to the 

root of the issues to solve them from the inside out.   He reports that his community 

engagements were met with support by the community and proved to be insightful.  He 

continues to meet with Latino providers in the Village to network.  He believes this role is an 

important one to the residents in the Village as it creates a position to assign officers 
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towards community policing.  It allows other officers on the force to allow someone to 

address their concerns from incidents they have reported to.   

 

Deputy Mayor Abzun wanted to thank Officer Ramirez and Sgt. Dress for the good 

work they have been doing.  She expressed that at the beginning of this she was against 

having one more police officer in the Village, but after working closely with them, she sees 

the value of this position.  She welcomes him to continue his work and it reminds her of 

what community policing looks and feels like.  

 

Trustee Patiño said that she always had confidence in the work, but numbers are 

needed sometimes.  She expressed that she has concerns of training the next CRO because 

part of this position is Officer Ramirez’s personality that allows the community to be open to 

this and continue with the wonderful community engagement.    

 

Trustee Schleimer said that she appreciated everything that Officer Ramirez has 

been doing, but she is concerned about the financial piece and whether or not this is money 

that she wants to spend out of the budget.  

 

Mayor Picinich said that having Officer Ramirez in place has proven to be successful, 

but also believes it has a lot to do with his work ethic along with Sgt. Dress.  She would be 

in favor of adding the position to the contract with some specific language to assist the 

Village in keeping the discretion to approve or disapprove the officer that is placed in this 

position.  This was planned for in the budget so it would be a matter of amending the 

current contract with the Westchester County Police. 

 

There was some discussion about voting for the position and a succession plan for 

when Officer Ramirez leaves, decides to retire, or moves to another position.  The 

consensus was to allow the Village Attorney and Village Manager to amend the language of 

the contract prior to that vote, but did say that Officer Ramirez may continue to do this 

wonderful work in the Village.  

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

a. Water Report 

 

Mr. Brancati began by saying that the water production for the month of April was 

approximately 35 million gallons for a daily average of 1.1 million gallons per day.  The 

Leonard Park wells were on during the month and produced about 4.3 million gallons of the 

total production for the month.  Byram Lake started and ended the month at 100%.  

 

b. Mobile Passport office – June 8, 2022 

 

Mr. Brancati advised residents that the mobile passport office would be in front of 

Village Hall Wednesday June 8, 2022 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  The mobile unit can 

accept applications for new passports only.   

 

c. Village Taxes due 

 

Mr. Brancati advised residents that Village taxes are due without penalty June 30th.  

Payments can also be made online now at our website, www.mountkiscony.gov.  For any 

http://www.mountkiscony.gov/
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questions please contact the Receiver of Taxes at (914) 864-0034 or 

taxreceiver@mountkiscony.gov.  

 

d. Personnel update – Recreation 

 

Mr. Brancati advised the Board that there are two new employees with the Village.  

He welcomed Allison Herskovitz as Recreation Leader and Susan Mouris as Recreation 

Supervisor – Senior Citizens.  

 

e. Water Quality Report 

 

Mr. Brancati presented the following:  

 

 

 

mailto:taxreceiver@mountkiscony.gov
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5) Board Reports: 

 

Deputy Mayor Abzun began by saying happy pride month to her friends, family, and 

anyone in the community.  She continued on to talk about the great work the interns 

through the Aspire program have been doing with the Mount Kisco Arts Council.  She 

expressed gratitude to these young artists and creatives and it gives her great hope for the 

arts locally and globally.  Deputy Mayor Abzun went on to say that the Arts Council has 

started their summer concert series at Fountain Park.  These concerts are free to the public 

and offer different types of musical selections.  The schedule can be found online on the 

Village website.  She also wanted to touch on pedestrian safety now that schools are 

beginning summer breaks and more people will be on the streets.  She asked everyone to 

be more attentive and drive a little slower throughout town, especially during the summer 

months when the youth are out more.  She also expressed that she reached out to our 

County Legislator to install a crosswalk on Lexington Avenue as it is a County owned road, 

but to assist in this safety effort for the Village.  

 

Trustee Schleimer began by asking for clarification on the water report and mailing 

them to water customers and wanted to make sure that everyone would be getting a copy 
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of this report to those who may not get a water bill.  She also asked about the salt levels in 

the Lake and asked if we could speak to anyone to help with the salt content in winter 

months that end up in the Lake as time goes by.  Trustee Schleimer continued on to 

recognize D-Day.  She also stated that it is important to commemorate, remember, support, 

and acknowledge the LGBTQ community and support every freedom in every possible way.  

It is our sincerest wish to end all discrimination and hate and all slights that may occur.  

Trustee Schleimer went on to say that a resident reached out to her in regards to the 

conditions of our roads and encouraged residents to reach out to Assemblyperson Chris 

Burdick’s office to express their concerns to assist in getting funding to get these repaired.  

She also advised residents to stay on top of their credit reports and other identifiers for 

identity theft; check bank statements, avoid clicking links, hold mail while out of town, and 

never give out personal information over the phone.  Trustee Schleimer addressed Liz Dieter 

leaving saying that she made the senior center what it is today and expressed how amazing 

she made Mount Kisco.  The joy and care she gave to our senior community was amazing.   

 

Trustee Patiño began by saying on June 26th there will be a community meeting at 

Saint Francis Church along with Community Resource Officer Ramirez and invited residents 

and business owners to come and be a part of the conversation.  She hopes that despite our 

differences we can come together for the sake of community safety.  She went on to say 

that Assemblyperson Chris Burdick has announced a summer reading challenge, Oceans of 

Possibilities, which celebrates all things ocean and water related.  She will add the 

information to her Facebook page for anyone who is interested.  Trustee Patiño continued 

by inviting everyone to visit the Farmer’s Market on Sundays to shop local and support all 

the vendors that have so many different things to offer along with positive vibes and music.  

She also spoke about the mobile passport office and explained that it’s for US Passports, but 

that she is looking to coordinate a visit from consulates that can assist with out of country 

passports as well.   

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that the seven day average of Covid positivity rate is 

7.5% in the County with 58 active cases in the Village.  Covid is going to be with us so it is 

important for all of us to stay up to date with vaccinations and test as appropriate in order 

to keep the virus from spreading.  There are test kits available in Village Hall for any 

resident in need of one.  She continued by saying that there has been some recent 

conversation about Monkey pox and said it is very unlikely to contract unless you are in 

direct contact with the bodily fluid from an infected person, but there are antiviral 

medications available.  Mayor Picinich went on to say that the Village Board is reviewing a 

conditional lease to site a cell tower in an area of Leonard Park.  They are reviewing to 

ensure that the financial terms are fair based on the marketplace, that we can abide by 

deed provisions, that we can protect the Village in all aspects, and that we do not bind 

future Boards in a way that limits their ability to appropriately serve the community.  They 

are working with the guidance of outside counsel, are performing due diligence, and will not 

move forward until we are confident that all aspects have been vetted and benefit the 

Village.  She went on to say that the State Legislature has passed a lot of new legislation 

which includes some on gun control legislation increasing the age to purchase.  Mayor 

Picinich also wanted to make everyone aware that the Mental Health Association (MHA) will 

be in the Village offering services for anyone who might need some mental health support.  

She also advised any community organizations that would like to host an event, to send an 

email, the Board is very supportive of community involvement.  She also announced the 

Juneteenth event, the Chalk the Walk event, the Picnic for Pride at the Lutheran Church as 
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well as congratulations to author Jason Klein for his children’s book that speaks about 

inclusion and girl power.  

 

6) Old Business: 

 

7) New Business: 

 

a. Resolution Requesting Authorization to Pay Certain Bills in Advance of Village 

Board Audit and Approval 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Abzun 

to approve the following resolution: 
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All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 

b. Tax Cert – 150 Main Street 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Abzun to approve the following: 



 Village Board of Trustees Regular Meeting June 6, 2022 17 

 

 



 Village Board of Trustees Regular Meeting June 6, 2022 18 

 

 

 
All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 

 

c. The Board scheduled an Executive Session regarding a human resources issue 

and lease for June 9, 2022 at 4:40 pm.  
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8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Patiño to 

pay the bills as submitted on June 3, 2022 for the months of April and May 2022 as follows: 

 

General Fund      $ 170,869.74 

Water Fund      $ 156,187.48 

Sewer Fund      $    4,643.34 

Library Fund      $    8,555.36  

Capital Fund      $   53,920.54 

Trust Fund      $   18,084.75 

LOSAP Fund      $        300.00 

      TOTAL   $ 412,561.21 

  

Trustee Schleimer asked about the following: AI Engineering- for water/sewer capital 

projects; Felipe Galindo- question on cable channel; Revise LLC- this is the Village Website 

annual support; Delaware Engineering- engineers on Byram Lake water main project; Veolia 

Contract- this is the water filtration plant maintenance contract as Suez was acquired by 

Veolia; Integrated Systems – this is for a design for downtown Wi-Fi; Bar Down Studios – 

architects on contract projects for Village Hall.  

 

All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 

9) Minutes-  

a. VB Minutes – 3.7.2022 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Abzun 

to approve these minutes with a minor edit; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 

b. VB Minutes – 3.21.2022 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Abzun and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to approve these minutes with an edit on page 37; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 
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   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 

c. VB Minutes – 4.4.2022 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Abzun 

to approve the minutes with an edit on page 92; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina D. Picinich  Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Lisa C. Abzun  Aye 

   Trustee Karine P. Patiño  Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

 

 

10) Non-Local Business - None 

 

11) Public Comment:  

 

Ms. Tamara Silberman began saying I want to remind you guys that it costs $.51 for 

a stamp to send the water bill letter to our houses and that you’re actively discriminating 

against people who are not landowners because you are saying that anyone who lives in a 

co-op or condo doesn’t get this letter.  So for $.51 cents do the right thing.  Number two, 

you’re going to put a cell phone tower on top of the swimming pool, you’re telling us there 

are not going to be any rocks that are blasted.  I went up there; there are tons of rocks to 

be blasted between hole 6 and 7 so you are not telling us something.  Also there is a lot of 

diesel fuel you are going to spill right into the swimming pool when you put those roads 

next to the swimming pool.  We would like some more transparency on why that has to be 

the site, and when you do it, you are going to destroy the camp, you’re going to destroy the 

water which you talked about, and you are going to destroy all the restaurants, one of 

which I own.  I am not really happy with this cell phone tower because once you get the 

water supply with those little needles that is really it for the town, we only have one 

drinking water.  You’re looking at me surprised; the shields from this cell phone tower, the 

PFOAs that are going to go right into the Byram Lake Water because we only have one 

drinking source, you just told us that.  (Inaudible speaking from member of the public not 

at microphone)  So those will all go either directly into the swimming pool, not at one part 

per trillion as you said but they will go directly into the swimming pool from the air and the 

water and directly into the lake so our water will get contaminated very quickly because it’s 

going right into the runoff of the lake.  Those are my two comments that I don’t feel like 

you are doing your due diligence when you say you are putting up a shielded tower right in 

a water sensitive area not to mention the park.  The camp, which is our way, it’s the only 

way that middle class people have sent to kids in this town for the last fifty years.  Thank 

you.  

 

Mr. Louis Terlizzi began by saying at the request of my four-year-old grandson, I 

brought him and his little brother to hike Leonard Park at 10 o’clock this morning and I 

observed both numerous persons playing disc golf and people hiking in the wooded trails.  

Once again, I observed the area where you are planning on placing a 130 foot cell tower 

and 12 foot wide 550 foot long access road.  It is highly utilized daily and not diminished in 
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any way what so ever.  Quick, unscientific survey, I have Verizon and I drove on Route 172 

at different hours; day, evening, and I have, as I am driving westbound from I-684, once 

you hit Darlington you get down to one bar.  Between Darlington and West Patent Road you 

have one bar once you hit West Patent you have two bars.  Once you hit Wallace Drive you 

have three bars all the way to the hospital.  So this is not a Mount Kisco coverage issue as 

far as I can determine.  Where is the requested analysis of alternate location coverage 

maps; mainly Northern Westchester Hospital, 100 South Bedford Road, 83 South Bedford 

Road, Linden Lane; where are those posted?  I haven’t seen anything.  I know we discussed 

it.   

 

Mayor Picinich said they are all in the Planning Board meetings that are posted on 

the Village website.  On the main page of the Village website, if you open wide there is 

quick links on the right hand side and at the very top of quick links it says eminent 

domain/Leonard Park; if you click on there you will find the Planning Board meetings.  

 

Mr. Terlizzi said I went through there and I couldn’t find the letter where they 

suggested Leonard Park and I couldn’t find anything, any notes from the Planning Board.  I 

went back years and I can’t find any mention of Leonard Park as a suggested site.  So 

Northern Westchester Hospital, coverage map is included there what area would be covered 

by a cell tower on top of Northern Westchester Hospital and Linden Lane areas that would 

be covered.  

 

Mayor Picinich said that the Linden Lane analysis is there in the Planning Board 

meetings and the analysis for the hospital came through Mike Musso and should be in there 

as well because that came through Mike Musso from over the past two years.  

 

Mr. Terlizzi asked if 100 South Bedford Road was in there too.  

 

Mayor Picinich said all the information should be there.  

 

Mr. Singleton said there was no analysis of 100 South Bedford Road.  It was never a 

considered site because there was no consent to do it.  Just one other thing, with regard to 

the availability of the meetings, in addition to what the Mayor is talking about, on the 

Village website, you can go to all agendas, meetings, and minutes.  You can watch the 

meetings themselves, where they are discussed or you can read the minutes and you can 

go back years and look up any one you want.  

 

Mr. Terlizzi said I brought up the hospital and Linden Lane and I know you were 

going to pass that by the consultants; did you get any feedback.  

 

Mayor Picinich said all the analysis is in there.  

 

Mr. Terlizzi said I know recently I brought up at the April 30th meeting at the library, 

you said you would ask the consultants about the hospital and Linden Lane as a hybrid 

solution to have a tower in each location, you said that you would run it by the consultants.  
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Mayor Picinich said that the maps that we had from… sorry, no, I did not give it to 

the consultants because the two separate locations, they only want to put up one location, 

they do not want to invest in the two separate locations.   

 

Mr. Terlizzi said we need to look at our own interest first not Homeland Towers’.  

What about the five alternatives to Leonard Park provided by David Grant, have we 

explored any of those?  I know you are talking about a lease that’s why I am saying now it 

seems like we need to check these out before it’s too late.  Two weeks ago Homeland 

Towers admitted they will now have to pave at least a portion of the access road due to 

steep slope.  The April 20th letter sent from the Village included in the water bill indicated 

11,000 square feet would be alienated in Leonard Park, but ten (10) days later, April 30th 

Leonard Park… 

 

Mayor Picinich said I’ve already explained this to you, there was different information 

over time, the letter was written at one point and that information came later on. 

 

Mr. Terlizzi said so this road is no longer an access to the tower, it’s a dual purpose 

road? Is that what the new plan is? 

 

Mayor Picinich said we’ve talked about this already and what we said is that is going 

to be a road that is not going to be solely for access.  It is access to the tower, but people 

will also walk over it.   

 

Mr. Terlizzi said so if you weren’t planning to put a cell tower in the park would you 

be installing this road?  When is the Village planning on mapping out the roadway so the 

Village residents can see the exact route as well as the cell tower footprint since you are 

discussing a lease with Homeland. 

 

Mayor Picinich said we don’t have a timeframe at this time.  

 

Mr. Terlizzi said as you mentioned removing approximately thirty trees, the roots of 

tress particularly in an area with a lot of rock are connected so if you take down one tree, 

quite often, other trees will die so there may be many more.  At the January 28, 2019 

Village Board meeting, everyone spoke against placing the cell tower at the Chase Rolling 

Ridge water tower and Leonard Park.  Mayor Picinich you concluded the discussion by 

stating it seems that this Board has concluded that either of these two locations doesn’t 

meet the need at this time, however, recently just Leonard Park popped back up.  I strongly 

urge all Village residents and current Village Board members to please watch the January 

28, 2019 Village Board meeting where the entire Village Board agreed that a cell tower 

should not go into Leonard Park and for this Village Board to not proceed any further with 

entertaining a conditional lease to sell out and forever destroy the most beautiful and sacred 

part of our only real park.  Thank you.  

 

Ms. Rachel Pelis said to correct the previously misstated point, the current cell tower 

is a proposed monopine and the PVC pine needles are known to be a huge source of micro 

plastics when they fall into the soil.  250,000 gallons of water a day are subsidized from the 

Leonard Park wells and currently Mount Kisco PFOA levels are 4.8 parts per trillion which is 
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considered relatively average for the US and for New York State, but a monopine would 

bring in a huge source of micro plastics.  In addition, there was already a trench dug across 

Leonard Park for phosphorous filtration this year, which is right where Camp Iroquois does 

most of their playing.  Already the camp is being torn apart bit by bit.  I just ask that you 

keep that in mind as you consider this because if we are no longer able to sustain having 

group games in that area and we are no longer able to sustain having nature in the forest 

area then we are slowly losing everything we use for our camp.  Four years ago Mayor 

Picinich, you came and thanked all the staff members for giving up our summer to dedicate 

ourselves to working with that camp.  I continue to be here to dedicate myself to that camp 

and the wellbeing of the children of this town who wish to be able to use that as a place of 

learning, friendship, and summer fun.  Thank you.  

 

Mayor Cindrich said I apologize for keeping you so long, but I will never get through 

this in three minutes so I’ll make it quick.  I echo what Mr. Terlizzi said about the 2019 

meeting, it should be republished, made part of this record and I am going to quote Trustee 

Albanese who said that he is in the downtown most of the day and in conversations with 

residents he found no one in favor of a cell tower in either location.  He went on to say that 

we are listening to the residents and that is why we are rejecting both locations; both the 

Chase, appropriately, which I support, and also rejected the Leonard Park area.  Peter 

Grunthal, a man I have a great deal of respect for, he made a very comprehensive, factual 

presentation rejecting the idea of placing a cell tower in Leonard Park and obviously also in 

the Chase subdivision.  I realize the membership of the Board has changed, the community 

remains opposed to the cell tower in the park or in the Chase community. I support the 

residents of the Chase opposing it and I support the residents of Mount Kisco who are 

opposed to placing it in the park.  Again, I urge the newer Trustees on the Board to view 

the January 28, 2019 meeting and unless the Board at that time was just pandering to the 

audience, I think they were right on point; the tower doesn’t belong in Leonard Park.  On 

another piece of legislation that I think is appropriate at this point in time, and I’ll send you 

the completed piece that I have taken from other Village and Town codes, whereas the 

Village of Mount Kisco may not alienate any interest in open spaces or open areas acquired 

by it under the provision of Section 247 of the General Municipal Law of the State of New 

York except upon the adoption of a local law by the majority plus one, that’s a super 

majority, of the Village Board authorizing the alienation of said interest and also subject to a 

mandatory referendum of the electors of the Village of Mount Kisco.  I want to propose that 

why should we allow people who live in Plattsburgh or Buffalo or Staten Island to make that 

decision for us when you make the application to the Assembly and the Senate.  This should 

be by the Village residents who were gifted that park.  Please consider that and I will send 

you the full language.  Real quick, if you want to blame somebody for the solar farms and 

the solar array, I think you did the right thing back in 2018, but I am the one who visited 

the Brookhaven National Labs out on Long Island when I was traveling east and spent some 

significant time out there.  I brought the idea back to Mount Kisco and I thank you Mayor 

for getting it done, getting it done on the landfill.  The fact of the matter is, the document I 

just gave you, the fact sheet from the U.S. Department of Energy disputes many claims that 

were made in this room about the disadvantages of solar.  We are in trouble, Lake Powell, 

Lake Mead, the Colorado River, read about it, it’s out there, we need renewable energy and 

this law you passed was right on target.  I’m sorry that people don’t want it in their back 
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yard, but it’s something we have to consider or we are not going to have any electricity.  I 

have other information I will try and write it up for you.  Thank you.  

 

Mr. Rex Pietrobono began by saying I do agree with the previous speaker, I think we 

all support solar power and the need for it, but not at the expense of destroying forest to 

put one in.  I will try and be brief, I don’t think this is the intended use of the public 

comment time on your agenda which is just rehashing issues previously raised and already 

thoroughly addressed by your Board and closed the public hearings.  This has become 

somewhat less critical thought than rhetoric and bombast aimed at brow beating the four of 

you and sabotaging your prior decisions on reciting the cell tower and whether to acquire 

the 180 South Bedford Road forested parcel for use of open space for park use.  The Board 

has recognized the only choices of locations, either 180 South Bedford Road or the woods in 

the back of Leonard Park.  There are other reasons and among them, as a brief reminder, 

the 180 South Bedford Rd. location is 75 feet from our boundary line at the most utilized 

outdoor of our family property, the western side.  It’s about the distance from Mr. Brancati 

sitting here to his office and less than 300 feet from our home which is from here to the 

9/11 Memorial.  All in violation of Mount Kisco code buffers and this is for 24 hours a day, 7 

days a week, and 365 days a year being bathed in the radio waves of this tower.  There is 

no escaping it, and that can be in perpetuity as long as it remains private land.  If the 

Village took it over, you can put a term ending in the lease so it doesn’t have to be 

permanent unless you wanted to continue it.  There will effectively be zero screening at 180 

South Bedford Road, we would be forced to bear the entire burden of living and looking 

straight at the entire steel structure from the base equipment, to the monopole, to the very 

top for a signal that is benefiting an entire community there, primarily Bedford.  A gap in 

coverage in that area southeast of Mount Kisco has been demonstrated, perhaps not to the 

opposition, but to the satisfaction of consultants and the FCC.  That proven gap would still 

need to be filled even if the tower were at 180 South Bedford Road due to the hilly 

topography and that is according, I believe, to your own consultants.  Homeland was here 

three years ago or so, they are here now, and unless you resolve this gap with them 

contractually, they will be back.  I ask you to enter into a conditional lease that you can 

come to terms with.  The Leonard Park site will not be visible to most locations in the park 

itself and then primarily to hikers and Frisbee golfers who are passing through on a time 

limited basis not unlike multiple other locations where we are all subject to seeing brief 

signs of civilization on those trails and the street crossings or even traditional golf courses.  

It is easy to stand here and indignantly ask questions and demand answers as if years of 

pitched battle between experts, consultants, heated arguments and tens of thousands of 

documents of intense thought and debate can merely be summarized in a few minutes.  It 

cannot be done, it’s impossible, and that is the very conundrum that the opposition seeks 

and not real answers.  Fortunately, for all of us, you, this Board, have respected our laws, 

and not just our code, but the founding U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights which 

guarantee civil rights and liberties to the individual.  By so doing you are protecting the 

rights of each and every one of us in our daily lives including from prosecution and 

persecution from impassioned masses.  What you have done in these meetings is admirable 

and is as transparent as a governing body can be making these kinds of challenging 

decisions and more.  Please (inaudible) opportunity to participate in the placement of the 

cell tower and protect your principles of fairness to individuals and don’t let the process fall 

apart and make the decision for you.  Thank you.  
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Ms. Teresa Flora began by saying I’ve been just listening all along and we’re very 

confused over what happened over the last few years, especially me because I’ve been 

following and I can’t understand what happened between January 28, 2019 and now.  I 

went to quick links, eminent domain; it’s nothing like quick.  It’s 800 pages worth of slog 

and there is no analysis of Linden Lane, there is no analysis of the corporate parks on Route 

172, there is no analysis of the hospital.  There are a couple of pictures from above of 

Linden Lane, but there is nothing.  There is hundreds of pages of analysis on 180 South 

Bedford Road, for the record, we all know because I wrote a letter.  I wouldn’t want it in my 

back yard either.  It’s not something I would do.  I don’t want it in my backyard of Leonard 

Park because we play there.  The kids play there, I play there, the disc golfers play there, 

hikers play there, dog walkers play there, everybody goes there.  It’s the place where we 

are and we love it.  We aren’t doing this for any other reason, but just pure, unadulterated 

love for Leonard Park.  I don’t want to be here, it’s ugly, I’d rather be home, I rather not be 

thinking about this because I never had to worry about Leonard Park being disturbed.  That 

area up there is, to me, a sacred place.  When you go there and it might not be easy for 

some people to get up there, we drag people and we take them up there and you get a 

different feeling then you have in the rest of the park.  I know that park as well as I know 

my own backyard because I spend a lot of time there.  It got me out of dark places, it was a 

place to go where I am happy, where I can look at animals.  I am from the city, I still 

marvel at the vulture I saw today.  I look at the turtles and it’s just amazing to me, I still 

like to look at the deer and if we ruin that we won’t have it anymore.  I went by the 

Oakwood Cemetery cell tower; I have nothing against cell towers at all, we all love our 

phones, I love mine, but that thing makes noise and it’s ugly and you cannot hide it no 

matter what you do to it.  You can’t hide the bottom, you can’t hide the top, but we need to 

look at the corporate parks, we need to look at something that doesn’t hurt any of us.  I feel 

like we are a family in Mount Kisco and right now all the family is fighting and I don’t like 

that.  I would really like to see us try to work on something.  I also have a little something 

else to say and I don’t like to do this, but this is why I am so confused.  We have a 

Conservation Advisory Council, in 2019 they were dead against it in Leonard Park.  They put 

a whole presentation on why it shouldn’t be there.  I agreed with it then, I agree with it 

now, but that’s why Mayor, when you say circumstances have changed, I can’t find those.  

For me, I cannot find the circumstances that makes it imperative that we just rip apart 

Leonard Park and it will.  A road back there with a cell tower will be the worst thing we can 

do in that park.  I am out on the street all the time, all of you know it, you see me; I talk to 

people, no one wants it there.  People from out of town don’t want it there for the right 

reasons, not because we want it in Mr. Pietrobono’s yard; I don’t know how that happened.   

I just don’t understand how it happened and I would not want it there.  I would be doing 

exactly what you are doing, but I would also fight for Leonard Park because it is a very 

important part of all the people who live in Mount Kisco and the surrounding areas, which I 

also think is a great thing.  They love it.  Every person I talk to, and somehow around the 

Country now because this has become a mini movement, they are sending me messages 

telling me about all the memories they have of the pond, hiking up the hill, how they 

camped behind the pool in teepees and it’s wonderful.  I just feel like it’s one of the things 

that we should just preserve forever so that we can all go back to being one happy family 

because I am really tired of fighting all the time about this, thinking about it, going to sleep 
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with it on my mind, waking up with it, and working on it.  I just want to go back to running 

through Mount Kisco free.  Thank you.  

 

Mr. John Stockbridge began by saying I am talking for Jason Garritt who is the 

resident of the cottage at Brookside at Marsh Sanctuary which is 200 feet from the 

proposed cell tower.  I think we all know, the Brookside cottage is history and the 

amphitheater there are very significant, but from his point of view, he lives there, has lived 

there.  It is a very significant intrusion on private property and it violates a lot of the laws 

on steep slopes, setbacks, and height that would be applicable to any cell tower proposed.  I 

do understand the comments made about the backside of Leonard Park and its parkland is 

very important, but from the standpoint of what we are talking about here on Brookside and 

the proximity to the proposal at 180, I have to say thank you to the Village Board for 

moving towards the eminent domain solution which gives more land to the Village.  I think 

it is a very smart idea long term, but Jason’s message is really one of gratitude for moving 

this away from 180 South Bedford Road and thank you.  

Call in#646-558-8656 or 888-788-0099 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605 

Zoom ID:  870 4376 1605  

 

   

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

regular meeting at 10:01 pm and went into their work session.  

 

 

 

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

 

/lh 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87043761605

